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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The application has been examined. Claims 1 - 20 are pending in this office 
action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ingersoll et al. ('Ingersoll' herein after) (US 2004/00251 17 A1) further in view of Hind et 
al. ('Hind' herein after) (US 2002/0161801 A1). 

With respect to claim 1 , 

Ingersoll discloses a method of converting between a flat file and an XML file, 
comprising the steps of: 

- receiving the flat file in a native format (paragraph 0021 lines 1-12, 
Ingersoll); 

- translating characters of the native format into tokens (paragraph 0021 lines 
12-19, Ingersoll); 

- parsing the tokens (paragraph 0035 lines 18-22, Ingersoll); and 
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- producing an XML file by converting the first native format to an XML format 
with the use of at least one annotated schema comprising a model of a flat file 
(paragraph 0030 lines 1-18, Ingersoll). 
Ingersoll however does not explicitly disclose the tokens and the annotations as 
claimed. 

Hind teaches the tokens and the annotations as claimed in paragraph 0097 lines 
13-21, Hind. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
both the references are in the same field of conversion of documents for interoperability 
and exchange. Furthermore, the conversion into a standard format would decrease the 
overhead of routing and extracting information (paragraph 0020, Hind). 

4. Claims 2 - 8 are rejected on the same rationale as claim 1. The limitations are 
cited below. 

With respect to claim 2, 

Hind teaches the method of claim 1, wherein translating characters comprises 
generating tokens for one or more of a delimiter, a tag and a value (paragraph 0065 and 
0067, Hind). 



With respect to claim 3, 
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Ingersoll discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the at least one annotated 
schema comprises an XML schema with annotations (paragraph 0004, Ingersoll). 

With respect to claim 4, 

Ingersoll discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the at lest one annotated 
schema defines the flat file model (paragraph 0028 lines 11-16, Ingersoll). 

With respect to claim 5, 

Hind discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the native record type has one of 
a delimited format and a positional format (paragraph 0051 where the XML is inherently 
in a delimited and positional format). 

With respect to claim 6, 

Hind teaches the method of claim 5, wherein each format comprises an optional 
tag for identifying a record (paragraph 0006 lines 19-24, Hind). 

With respect to claim 7, 

Hind teaches the method of claim 6, wherein the tag provides context for use 
with parsing the tokens (paragraph 0059, Hind). 



With respect to claim 8, 
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Hind teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising converting the XML file to 
a second native file by serializing (paragraph 0049 and 0091). 

With respect to claim 9, 

Ingersoll discloses a machine-readable medium having machine-readable 
instructions for performing a method of converting between a flat file and an XML file, 
comprising the steps of: 

- receiving flat file in a native format (paragraph 0021 lines 1-12, Ingersoll); 

- translating characters of the native format input into tokens (paragraph 0021 
lines 12-19, Ingersoll); and 

- parsing the tokens (paragraph 0035 lines 18-22, Ingersoll) to produce an 
XML file by converting a first native format to an XML format with the use of at 
least one annotated schema comprising a model of a flat file format 
(paragraph 0030 lines 1-18, Ingersoll). 

Ingersoll however does not explicitly disclose the tokens and the annotations as 
claimed. 

Hind teaches the tokens and the annotations as claimed in paragraph 0097 lines 
13-21, Hind. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
both the references are in the same field of conversion of documents for interoperability 
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and exchange. Furthermore, the conversion into a standard format would decrease the 
overhead of routing and extracting information (paragraph 0020, Hind). 

5. Claims 10 - 15 are rejected on the same rationale as claim 9. The limitations are 
cited below. 

With respect to claim 10, 

Ingersoll discloses the machine-readable medium of claim 9, wherein the at least 
one annotated schema comprises XML schemas with annotations (paragraph 0004, 
Ingersoll). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , 

Ingersoll discloses the machine-readable medium of claim 9, wherein the at lest 
one annotated schema defines the model (paragraph 0028 lines 11-16, Ingersoll). 

With respect to claim 12, 

Hind discloses the machine-readable medium of claim 9, wherein the model has 
one of a delimited format and a positional format (paragraph 0051 where the XML is 
inherently in a delimited and positional format). 



With respect to claim 13, 
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Hind teaches the machine-readable medium of claim 12, wherein each format 
comprises an optional tag which helps identify a record (paragraph 0006 lines 19-24, 
Hind). 

With respect to claim 14, 

Hind teaches the machine-readable medium of claim 13, wherein the tag 
provides context for use with parsing the tokens (paragraph 0059, Hind). 

With respect to claim 15, 

Hind teaches the machine-readable medium of claim 9, further comprising 
converting the XML file to a second native file by serializing (paragraph 0049 and 0091). 

With respect to claim 16, 

Ingersoll discloses a system for transferring files as part of a workflow 
comprising: a processor, supporting hardware and software functions of the system; 

- an input device for receiving a flat file in a native format (paragraph 0021 lines 
1 - 12, Ingersoll);; 

- a text reader and tokenizer for reading and translating flat file characters of 
the native format input into tokens (paragraph 0021 lines 12-19, Ingersoll); 

- a parsing device which converts the tokens to characters in an XML file with 
the use of at least one annotated schema comprising a model of the native 
format (paragraph 0035 lines 18-22, Ingersoll); and 
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- an output device for transmitting converted files; wherein the processor 
executes instructions supporting file format conversion using the parser to 
convert files according to a workflow (paragraph 0030 lines 1-18, Ingersoll). 
Ingersoll however does not explicitly disclose the tokens and the annotations as 
claimed. 

Hind teaches the tokens and the annotations as claimed in paragraph 0097 lines 
13-21, Hind. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
both the references are in the same field of conversion of documents for interoperability 
and exchange. Furthermore, the conversion into a standard format would decrease the 
overhead of routing and extracting information (paragraph 0020, Hind). 

6. Claims 17-20 are rejected on the same rationale as claim 16. The limitations 
are cited below. 

With respect to claim 17, 

Hind teaches the system of claim 16, further comprising a serializer device which 
converts an XML file format back into a native format (paragraph 0049 and 0091). 



With respect to claim 18, 
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Ingersoll discloses the system of claim 16, wherein the at least one annotated 
schema comprises an XML schema with annotations (paragraph 0004, Ingersoll). 

With respect to claim 19, 

Hind discloses the system of claim 16, wherein the native format has one of a 
delimited format and a positional format (paragraph 0051 where the XML is inherently in 
a delimited and positional format). 

With respect to claim 20, 

Hind teaches the system of claim 19, wherein each format comprises an optional 
tag for identifying a record (paragraph 0006 lines 19-24, Hind). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alam T. Hosain can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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